Sunday June 26th 2011

The Letter to the Hebrews

Part Nine

Study Questions

1). 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God

a). Why did the Lord have to be made in all things like His brethren?


b). What dual aspect have we seen of the Lord’s High Priestly ministry and where do we find the scripture that shows it?


c). What is the constant tension that exists in our lives?

2). 1Pe 1:7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire – How is our trust in God to be proven?


a). 1Pe 4:19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. What, according to our scripture, should we do with respect to suffering?


b). Why would this be the same as that which we see in Hebrews 4:16?
3). Read 1 Corinthians 10:13 – In what 2 things is God faithful?


a). How do this 2 things work together?


b). What is ‘the way of escape’?


c). What example did we see of this in practice?


d). From that which we read in 1 Corinthians 10:13 what can we say about Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’?


e). How do we connect this to Christ suffering temptation and what does this then tell you about His response to Paul?


f). 2Co 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure [lit. think well] in infirmities [weaknesses], in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. What do you think the Holy Spirit through Paul means by this?


g). 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. How is this true for us?


h). Why then do we give in to our weaknesses?

i). Heb 6:15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
What does this scripture concerning Abraham teach us?


j). Where else do we find the promise of this for ourselves?

4). Heb 3:1 ¶ Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,

a). What does the first word here tell us?


b). How should we understand ‘holy brethren’?


c). What does it mean that they are ‘partakers of the heavenly calling’?


d). What are the holy brethren to do and what does the word mean?


e). What does the word ‘confession’ mean and how should we understand what ‘our confession’ is?


f). What does the word ‘Apostle’ mean and how should we understand the Lord being the Apostle of our confession? What scriptures do we have in support of this?

g). How should we understand Him being the High Priest of our confession?
5). Heb 3:2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. To what does the Holy Spirit draw our attention in this verse?


a). Why is the comparison made with Moses?


b). How did the writer of Hebrews establish God’s faithfulness?


c). What shift in emphasis has the Holy Spirit made here in v2 and what does this teach us?

6). Heb 3:3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. Explain what is taught in these 2 verses.

7). Heb 3:5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward,

a). What is significant about the word ‘servant’ here?


b). Why is Moses faithfulness noted and where do we find this the OT scriptures?


c). How does God describe His relationship to Moses?


d). So how should we understand - for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward,?

8). 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. What comparison is made between Christ and Moses?


a). How should we understand the word ‘house’?


b). Who will make up Christ’s ‘own house’?


c). What is being part of Christ’s house dependent on?


d). What would it mean to ‘hold fast’?


e). What is ‘the hope’?


f). Explain the words ‘confidence’ and ‘rejoicing’.


g). What would it mean to ‘hold fast’ ‘firm to the end’?


h). How do you think this would connect with patient endurance?

9). What would you say is the most significant thing you have learned today?
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