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Luke 1

1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things
accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses
and servants of the word have handed them down to us, 3 it seemed fitting for me as
well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for
you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you might know the
exact truth about the things you have been taught.

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous in the sight of
God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord. 7
And they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both advanced
in years.

8 Now it came about, while he was performing his priestly service before God
in the appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly
office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10
And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the
incense offering. 11 And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the
right of the altar of incense. 12 And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and
fear gripped him.

13 But the angel said to him,

“Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John. 14 And you
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be
great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine or liquor; and he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn
back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And it is he who will
go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE
HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous; so as to make ready a people

prepared for the Lord.”

109



Jesus, The Messiah Appendix
The Complete Story

18 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this for certain? For I am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”

19 And the angel answered and said to him,

“I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I have been sent to speak
to you, and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you shall be silent and
unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not

believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their proper time.”

21 And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay
in the temple. 22 But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they
realized that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he kept making signs to them,
and remained mute. 23 And it came about, when the days of his priestly service
were ended, that he went back home.

24 And after these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant; and she kept herself
in seclusion for five months, saying, 25 “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me
in the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among
men.”

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in
Galilee, called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And coming in, he

said to her,
“Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

29 But she was greatly troubled at this statement, and kept pondering what
kind of salutation this might be. 30 And the angel said to her,

“Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31 And
behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name
Him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign

over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end.”
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34 And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the

angel answered and said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of
God. 36 And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her
old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. 37 For

nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

39 Now at this time Mary arose and went with haste to the hill country, to a
city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And
it came about that when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 And she cried out with a
loud voice, and said, “Blessed among women are you, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! 43 And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the
baby leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.”

46 And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in
God my Savior. 48 For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave;
For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed. 49 For the
Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is His name. 50 AND HIS
MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD THOSE
WHO FEAR HIM. 51 He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered
those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 52 He has brought down rulers
from their thrones, And has exalted those who were humble. 53 HE HAS FILLED
THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS; AND SENT AWAY THE RICH EMPTY-
HANDED. 54 He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His
mercy, 55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his offspring forever.” 56
And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home.

57 Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she brought forth a
son. 58 And her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had displayed His

great mercy toward her; and they were rejoicing with her. 59 And it came about
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that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to call
him Zacharias, after his father. 60 And his mother answered and said, “No indeed;
but he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “There is no one among your
relatives who is called by that name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, as to
what he wanted him called. 63 And he asked for a tablet, and wrote as follows, “His
name is John.” And they were all astonished. 64 And at once his mouth was
opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God. 65 And fear
came on all those living around them; and all these matters were being talked about
in all the hill country of Judea. 66 And all who heard them kept them in mind,
saying, “What then will this child turn out to be?” For the hand of the Lord was
certainly with him.

67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and
accomplished redemption for His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation
for us In the house of David His servant — 70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy
prophets from of old — 71 Salvation FROM OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE
HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US; 72 To show mercy toward our fathers, And to
remember His holy covenant, 73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father,
74 To grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve
Him without fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. 76 And
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go on BEFORE
THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; 77 To give to His people the knowledge of
salvation By the forgiveness of their sins, 78 Because of the tender mercy of our
God, With which the Sunrise from on high shall visit us, 79 TO SHINE UPON
THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, To guide
our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the child continued to grow, and to become strong in spirit, and he lived

in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.
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Luke 2

1 Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus,
that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 This was the first census taken
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all were proceeding to register for the
census, everyone to his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and family of David, 5 in order to register, along with Mary,
who was engaged to him, and was with child. 6 And it came about that while they
were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to
her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields,
and keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were
terribly frightened. 10 And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I
bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; 11 for today in
the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in
a manger.” 13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on
earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

15 And it came about when the angels had gone away from them into heaven,
that the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem
then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.”
16 And they came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby
as He lay in the manger. 17 And when they had seen this, they made known the
statement which had been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it
wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds
went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as
had been told them.
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21 And when eight days were completed before His circumcision, His name was
then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the
womb. 22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses
were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “EVERY first-born MALE THAT OPENS
THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD”), 24 and to offer a
sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, “A PAIR OF
TURTLEDOVES, OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS.”

25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and
this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came
in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took Him into his arms, and
blessed God, and said, 29 “Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart In
peace, according to Thy word; 30 For my eyes have seen Thy salvation, 31 Which
Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION
TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Thy people Israel.” 33 And His father and
mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him. 34 And
Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is
appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed — 35
and a sword will pierce even your own soul--to the end that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.”

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with a husband seven years after
her marriage, 37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. And she never left
the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers. 38 And at that very
moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of
Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And when
they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 40 And the Child continued to grow and

become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him....
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Matthew 1

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. 2 To Abraham was born Isaac; and to Isaac, Jacob; and to Jacob, Judah
and his brothers; 3 and to Judah were born Perez and Zerah by Tamar; and to
Perez was born Hezron; and to Hezron, Ram; 4 and to Ram was born Amminadab;
and to Amminadab, Nahshon; and to Nahshon, Salmon; 5 and to Salmon was born
Boaz by Rahab; and to Boaz was born Obed by Ruth; and to Obed, Jesse; 6 and to
Jesse was born David the king. And to David was born Solomon by her who had
been the wife of Uriah; 7 and to Solomon was born Rehoboam; and to Rehoboam,
Abijah; and to Abijah, Asa; 8 and to Asa was born Jehoshaphat; and to
Jehoshaphat, Joram; and to Joram, Uzziah; 9 and to Uzziah was born Jotham; and
to Jotham, Ahaz; and to Ahaz, Hezekiah; 10 and to Hezekiah was born Manasseh;
and to Manasseh, Amon; and to Amon, Josiah; 11 and to Josiah were born
Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 12 And after
the deportation to Babylon, to Jeconiah was born Shealtiel; and to Shealtiel,
Zerubbabel; 13 and to Zerubbabel was born Abihud; and to Abihud, Eliakim; and
to Eliakim, Azor; 14 and to Azor was born Zadok; and to Zadok, Achim; and to
Achim, Eliud; 15 and to Eliud was born Eleazar; and to Eleazar, Matthan; and to
Matthan, Jacob; 16 and to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom
was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 17 Therefore all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to
Babylon fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the time of
Christ fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child
by the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not
wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away secretly. 20 But when he had
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which
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has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bear a Son; and you
shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.”

22 Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet might be fulfilled, saying, 23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH
CHILD, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” 24 And Joseph arose
from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as
his wife, 25 and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His

name Jesus.

116



Jesus, The Messiah Appendix
The Complete Story

Matthew 2

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, and have come to
worship Him.” 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he began to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 And they
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, 6
‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST
AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME
FORTH A RULER, WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.”” 7 Then
Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the star
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and make careful search
for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, that I too may come
and worship Him.”

9 And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star, which they
had seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the
Child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11 And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and
they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to
Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God
in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their own country by another
way.

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the Child and His mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child
to destroy Him.” 14 And he arose and took the Child and His mother by night, and
departed for Egypt; 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that what was
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spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “OUT OF
EGYPT DID I CALL MY SON.”

16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very
enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all
its environs, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had
ascertained from the magi. 17 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled, saying, 18 “A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING
AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN; AND
SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.”

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 “Arise and take the Child and His mother,
and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.” 21
And he arose and took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he
departed for the regions of Galilee, 23 and came and resided in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall

be called a Nazarene.”
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The Eight Signs in John

FIRST SIGN:

John 2

1 And on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there; 2 and Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the wedding. 3 And when the wine gave out,
the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what do I
have to do with you? My hour has not yet come.” S His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He
says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of
purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take
it to the headwaiter.” And they took it to him. 9 And when the headwaiter tasted the water which
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine
first, and when men have drunk freely, then that which is poorer; you have kept the good wine until
now.”

11 This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His

disciples believed in Him.

SECOND SIGN:

John 4

40 So when the Samaritans came to Him, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed
there two days. 41 And many more believed because of His word; 42 and they were saying to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves
and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.” 43 And after the two days He went forth
from there into Galilee. 44 For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own
country. 45 So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that
He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves also went to the feast. 46 He came therefore
again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a certain royal official,

whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee,
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he went to Him, and was requesting Him to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of
death. 48 Jesus therefore said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you simply will not
believe.” 49 The royal official said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to
him, “Go your way; your son lives.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he
started off. S1 And as he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying that his son was living. 52
So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. They said therefore to him, “Yesterday
at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus
said to him, “Your son lives”; and he himself believed, and his whole household. 54 This is again a

second sign that Jesus performed, when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.

THIRD SIGN:

John §

1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is
in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. 3 In
these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, waiting for the moving of the
waters; 4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred up the
water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever
disease with which he was afflicted. 5 And a certain man was there, who had been thirty-eight years
in his sickness. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a long time in
that condition, He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I
have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another
steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take up your pallet, and walk.” 9 And
immediately the man became well, and took up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath

on that day.

FOURTH SIGN:

John 6
1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 2 And a
great multitude was following Him, because they were seeing the signs which He was performing on

those who were sick. 3 And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples. 4

120



Jesus, The Messiah Appendix
The Complete Story

Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Jesus therefore lifting up His eyes, and seeing
that a great multitude was coming to Him, said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, that these
may eat?” 6 And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 7
Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone
to receive a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a
lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?” 10 Jesus
said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in
number about five thousand. 11 Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, He
distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 12 And when
they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments that nothing may be
lost.” 13 And so they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley
loaves, which were left over by those who had eaten. 14 When therefore the people saw the sign

which He had performed, they said, “This is of a truth the Prophet who is to come into the world.”

FIFTH SIGN:

John 6

15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force, to make Him
king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 16 Now when evening came, His disciples
went down to the sea, 17 and after getting into a boat, they started to cross the sea to Capernaum.
And it had already become dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 And the sea began to be
stirred up because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When therefore they had rowed about three or
four miles, they beheld Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; and they were
frightened. 20 But He said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 They were willing therefore to

receive Him into the boat; and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.

SIXTH SIGN:

John 9

1 And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, saying,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It
was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was in order that the works of God might be

displayed in him. 4 “We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is
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coming, when no man can work. 5 “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When He
had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, 7
and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). And so he went away
and washed, and came back seeing. 8 The neighbors therefore, and those who previously saw him as
a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?” 9 Others were saying, “This is
he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” 10 Therefore
they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man who is
called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam, and wash’; so I went
away and washed, and I received sight.” 12 And they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not
know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees him who was formerly blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath on
the day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 15 Again, therefore, the Pharisees also were
asking him how he received his sight. And he said to them, “He applied clay to my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” 16 Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man is not from God,
because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 They said therefore to the blind man
again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?” And he said, “He is a prophet.” 18
The Jews therefore did not believe it of him, that he had been blind, and had received sight, until
they called the parents of the very one who had received his sight, 19 and questioned them, saying,
“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now see?” 20 His parents
answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but how he
now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of age, he shall
speak for himself.”

22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed, that
if anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 23 For this reason
his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So a second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He therefore
answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see.”

26 They said therefore to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” 27 He
answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen; why do you want to hear it again? You
do not want to become His disciples too, do you?” 28 And they reviled him, and said, “You are His
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 “We know that God has spoken to Moses; but as for this
man, we do not know where He is from.” 30 The man answered and said to them, “Well, here is an
amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. 31 “We know

that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He hears him. 32
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“Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind. 33 “If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 34 They answered and said to him,
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they put him out. 35 Jesus heard
that they had put him out; and finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He
answered and said, “And who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You
have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.” 38 And he said, “Lord, I believe.”
And he worshiped Him. 39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do
not see may see; and that those who see may become blind.” 40 Those of the Pharisees who were with
Him heard these things, and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If

you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.

SEVENTH SIGN:

John 11

1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2
And it was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazarus was sick. 3 The sisters therefore sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You
love is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and
Lazarus. 6 When therefore He heard that he was sick, He stayed then two days longer in the place
where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples
said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?”
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 “But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles,
because the light is not in him.” 11 This He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awaken him out of sleep.” 12 The disciples therefore said to
Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that He was speaking of literal sleep. 14 Then Jesus therefore said to them plainly, “Lazarus
is dead, 15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to
him.” 16 Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with Him.” 17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off; 19 and many of the Jews had come
to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 20 Martha therefore, when she

heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him; but Mary still sat in the house. 21 Martha therefore
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said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 “Even now I know
that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother shall rise
again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he
dies,

26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to
Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into
the world.” 28 And when she had said this, she went away, and called Mary her sister, saying
secretly, “The Teacher is here, and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she arose quickly,
and was coming to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place
where Martha met Him. 31 The Jews then who were with her in the house, and consoling her, when
they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. 32 Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His
feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus
therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her, also weeping, He was deeply moved in
spirit, and was troubled, 34 and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come
and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 And so the Jews were saying, “Behold how He loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not this man, who opened the eyes of him who was blind, have kept this man
also from dying?” 38 Jesus therefore again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” Martha, the sister of the
deceased, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.” 40
Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you, if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 And so they
removed the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest
Me. 42 “And I knew that Thou hearest Me always; but because of the people standing around I said
it, that they may believe that Thou didst send Me.” 43 And when He had said these things, He cried
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” 44 He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot
with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,

and let him go.”

EIGHTH SIGN:

John 20
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark,

and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 2 And so she ran and came to Simon Peter,
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and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” 3 Peter therefore went forth, and the
other disciple, and they were going to the tomb. 4 And the two were running together; and the other
disciple ran ahead faster than Peter, and came to the tomb first; S and stooping and looking in, he
saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. 6 Simon Peter therefore also came,
following him, and entered the tomb; and he beheld the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-
cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by
itself. 8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb entered then also, and he saw and
believed. 9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb
weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; 12 and she beheld two angels in
white sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And
they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned
around, and beheld Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she
said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take
Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!”
(which means, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to My brethren, and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My
God and your God.”” 18 Mary Magdalene came, announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,”

and that He had said these things to her.
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Eternity — Is it Eternal or 1s it Age-Lasting?

There is no single word in the Greek language that expresses the idea of eternity. The writers of the New
Testament, however, had several different ways they could indicate the thought of efernity in the Greek
language. The Greek mind thought in terms of “ages” —

e the past ages (plural [eternity past]),
e the present age (singular [Man's Day]),
e the age to come (singular [the Messianic Era)), or

o the ages of the ages (plural [eternity future]).

Eternal

The idea of “eternity” (a noun) or “eternal” (an adjective form of the noun) can be expressed in one of
three different ways in the Greek text of the New Testament:

1) One way in which the Greek writers could express “eternity” or the idea of “eternal” was through a
double use of the Greek noun aion, with the noun used in a plural form both times (each use of the noun
preceded by the definite article “the” and introduced by the preposition eis [meaning “into,” “unto,” or
“with respect to”’]). Thus, the Greek phrase eis tous aionas ton aionion would be literally translated “unto
[or, ‘with respect to’] the ages of the ages,” and is often translated in English texts “forever and ever.” The
use of a plural form of the noun aion (i.e., aionas) duplicated in this manner would indicate “endless ages,”
or “eternity.” Two of the passages which use this phrase are Hebrews 13:21 and 1 Peter 4:11.

Hebrews 13:21 “...equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

I Peter 4:11 “Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever
serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.”

2) Another way in which the writers of the New Testament expressed the idea of “eternity” (noun) or
“eternal” (the adjective form of the noun) was through simply using the plural form of the noun, aionas. In
this form of usage, the plural noun would be preceded by the preposition eis “with respect to” and the
definite article tous “the” — eis tous aionas, literally meaning with respect to the ages, and translated
“forever.” This would be a somewhat shortened form of the preceding double use of the plural noun aionas
and would express, essentially, the same thing as above.

Two examples are found in Romans 9:5 and Romans 11:36:
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Romans 9:5 “whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.”

Romans 11:36 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever. Amen.”

3) And yet another way in which the New Testament expressed the idea of “eternity” or “eternal” is
through the context of the passage wherein the idea of eternity is expressed. Although the singular form of
the noun or adjective is used, the context itself must be relied upon to reveal that the idea of plural ages
(eternity) was intended in the text. Examples of this are found in the following passages:

I Peter 1:24 For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE
FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, 25
BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ABIDES FOREVER [singular form]." And this is the
word which was preached to you.

Romans 16:25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept
secret for long ages past, 26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets,
according to the commandment of the eternal [singular form] God, has been made known to
all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
be the glory forever [plural form]. Amen.

In these instances, the use of the word aion or a form thereof, is singular; yet it is obvious that the intention
of the use of the word is eternal — it is the context which makes it obvious. In the first example of the use
of the singular form, “but the Word of the Lord abides forever” is juxtaposed to things in nature which
obviously do not abide forever. And in the second example of the use of the singular form, “eternal God”
is self-evident — God is eternal.

Age-Lasting

However, in many instances in the New Testament the singular form of the word aion was intended to
indicate the idea of a singular age, or age-lasting, as opposed to the idea of a plurality of ages or eternity.

One way in which the idea of a singular age can be seen, again, is through the context of the passage. The
context of the passage itself can indicate that “age-lasting” was the idea intended when the Greek writers
used the singular form of the word aion (even though the English translators have mis-translated the word,
thereby indicating plural ages). Some good examples of this problem with the English translation can be
seen in the following passages.

Hebrews 5:5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He who
said to Him, “THOU ART MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE”; 6 just as He
says also in another passage, “THOU ART A PRIEST FOREVER [aion] ACCORDING
TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.”

Mark 10:17 And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before
Him, and began asking Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal [aionios]
life?”
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The context of both of these passages would reveal that the subject matter at hand would be dealing with
the age to come, not with efernal ages. In the first passage, Jesus will be a King/priest after the order of
Melchizedek, during the coming age. The passages, which deal with Christ as a King/Priest, deal with the
age to come — or the Millennial Era— not with the eternal ages. This is true throughout all of Scripture.

In the next passage, Mark chapter ten, a man asks Jesus about how to receive his inheritance in the age
(aion, singular) to come. The fact that the inheritance — not the free gift — being the issue at hand is one
of the indicating factors that the passage is dealing with the singular age to come, not with eternal life. The
man asked what he must do; and Jesus spoke of obedience. Jesus’ answer had to do with things beyond
simple faith, relative to eternal salvation. His answer had to do with things concerning the man’s work
performed through faithful obedience. Note that “faith” is involved throughout, though connected with
works (c¢f. Heb. 11:6). The inheritance in the coming age (singular age) has to do with a reward for
obediently serving the Lord (cf. Col. 3:23-25). Keep the man’s question within the context of Jesus’
answer and it becomes easy to see that the free gift of eternal life is not the issue at hand, but rather life in
the age to come. The conclusion of the passage leaves nothing to question.

Mark 10:29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30
but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in
the age [aion] to come, eternal [aionios] life.

Here the translators correctly translated the singular noun, “and in the age to come”; but when it came to
the exact use of the same singular noun forming an adjective, for unknown reasons, they indicated a plural
use, “eternal life.” Obviously the noun and its adjective form hold exactly the same intent. It should read,
“and in the age to come, age-lasting life.”

Salvation — Eternal or Age-Lasting

As pertaining to salvation, the Greek New Testament writers dealt with different aspects of salvation.
Sometimes they dealt with salvation with respect to eternity, and other times they dealt with salvation with
respect to the coming age.

e The former (salvation with respect to eternity) would deal with the free gift of eternal life; the
latter (salvation with respect to the age to come) would have to do with the prize, or the
inheritance, in the coming age.

e The former necessitates faith based on the finished work of Jesus Christ, with no works involved;
the latter necessitates faithfully working out one’s own salvation with fear and trembling.

e The former has to do with the present age extending into the ages (plural) to come; the latter has
all to do with our actions during the present age (singular), with the result of these actions having
to do with the age to come (the Messianic Era).

The key to properly interpreting which aspect of salvation any given passage is dealing with is determining
if the passage is dealing with faith alone based on the finished work of Jesus Christ (pertaining to the free
gift), or if the passage is dealing with an individual’s works, emanating out of faithfulness, connected with
the reward of the inheritance. If the passage deals with faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ and the
gift of eternal life, then the passage is dealing with the salvation which we presently possess and the ages
(plural) to come — the free gift. But if the passage is dealing with an individual’s actions, connected with
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loss or gain, then it is dealing with a salvation which is yet to be revealed and the reward in the age
(singular) to come. One is eternal; the other is age-lasting.

The most concise example of a passage which deals with faith and the gift (of eternal life) is found in Acts
chapter sixteen.

Acts 16:30 “...Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you shall be saved...”

Due to the fact that this passage has to do with faith in Jesus Christ and nothing additional, it has to do with
eternal salvation — life which begins at the moment of faith and extends into the ages (plural) to come.

But there are many passages in the New Testament, which deal with the future salvation, the salvation
which is to be inherited (Heb. 1:14); this is the salvation which, has to do with the coming age, and the
kingdom of Jesus Christ (¢f. I Pet. 1:1-10). Along with the noted cross references, Matthew 19:29,
Galatians 6:8, and I Timothy 6:12 are a few of the passages dealing with life in the age (singular) to come.
Yet, woefully, the translators translated the singular form of the Greek word into the English as “eternal” in
these passages, which has contributed to confusion among Christians concerning salvation.

Notice works connected with aionios life in these passages.

Matthew 19:29 “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or children or farms for My name’s sake, shall receive many times as much, and shall
inherit eternal [aionios (lit., age-lasting)] life.”

Galatians 6:8 “For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption,
but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal [aionios (lit., age-
lasting)] life.”

I Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal [aionios (lit., age-
lasting)] life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses.”

These passages are dealing with works, not faith alone.

In conclusion, there are two aspects of salvation that must be understood:

1) There is an aspect of salvation which we presently possess through faith alone — the free gift
for all of eternity, and

2) There is an aspect of salvation towards which we are to strive — the potential profit or loss
connected with the coming age.

This confusion must be set straight if we are to properly understand the intent of the inspired New
Testament writers concerning our salvation.
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