Sunday May 25th 2008
Base Camp

1). Let’s begin by reading the Lord’s explanation of the parable of the sower in Matthew 13.


a). Mt 13:18 "Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 20 "But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 "yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 "Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 "But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty."

b). By the wayside


c). In stony places


d). Among the thorns


e). On good ground


d). These are the 4 outcomes for anyone who hears the word of the Kingdom

2). Do we realize then that these 4 possible outcomes are not gender specific, culturally specific or age specific – they apply to anyone, anywhere at any time who hears the word of the Kingdom – and everyone who does hear will fit into one of these 4 categories.
3). Do we remember this with regards to Israel and the Kingdom recorded in –

 Nu 14:29 'The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above.

a). 20 years old and above – you see there comes a point in time when we, all who are eternally saved, are accountable for our choices before God – and the degree of accountability we have is not incremental with age – it is based entirely upon faithful obedience to that which the Word of God says.


b). Spiritual maturity does not go hand in hand with physical maturity.


c). Spiritual maturity comes through understanding and then living that which the word of God says with a view to and for the purpose of realizing our inheritance in the Millennial Kingdom.


d). The story of Ryan


e). However, whether we are spiritually mature or immature, the reality remains that we are held accountable and will be judged accordingly.
4). And notice this - Joh 5:22 "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,

a). All judgment, our judgment, the judgment of that for which we are accountable, has been committed to God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.


b). Jesus is the Living Word, the written word made flesh – the person of Christ and the Written Word cannot be separated – therefore being judged by the Son we are judged by the Word – that which we embrace as the Scriptures, in living form will be our Judge on that Day.
5). So do we find in the Word, who will be our Judge, one level of expectation for the young person who hears the word of the Kingdom and another for the older?


a). No we don’t – the expectation on God’s part is the same – faithful obedience. Age, gender, culture is not the issue - 1Pe 1:17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;
6). It seems to be that within western society Youth has become a destination in its own right, with an attendant  industry that panders to its perceived quirks, desires and expectations generating profit from its own creation.


a). As a result of this within society in general the idea of Youth being a transition, a training ground, into adulthood has been lost.


b). Even within the Church in general this idea is embraced and encouraged with the focus of youth ministry being entertainment and the presentation of a gospel that is trivial, delivered in the sound bite and the video clip to those, who we are told, are unable to concentrate for more than a few moments at a time.

c). Where emotion and ‘spiritual’ experience have replaced sound study habits and a proper, scriptural, engagement with the word.


d). The perception is, which is also the deception, that Bible study is boring and irrelevant to the needs of a young person within today’s world – and this really would not be limited to the young alone.
7). But I want to encourage us all today with the realization that whether young or old or in between we all have a choice to make as to where we will place our hope and what we will be prepared to do in the here and now so as to realize that hope in the age to come.


a). There are no quick fixes or short cuts. Spiritual maturity does not come by osmosis, but by diligence, self discipline and self control – impossible? Absolutely not – these are choices that can and must be made.

8). Look at the admonition that Paul gives to Timothy – which comes through the pen of Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit - 1Ti 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

a). ‘Let no one despise your youth’ – don’t let anyone think that because you are young that you are not sober minded and committed to the goal of your calling.

b). ‘but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity’ – Now here is something interesting – as a young man Timothy is to set an example for others to see – other believers – of what a Godly life looks like – bring this into the present and let me ask the question, ‘Young person, what example are you setting for your peers and this older generation to see? Are you walking a path that would inspire us to follow?


c). And then there is the description of how this is to happen – ‘give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine’- he is to ‘Meditate on these things, give yourself entirely to them’

d). And by doing this there should be a visible outcome – ‘that your progress may be evident to all’.


e). And then there is further reinforcement – ‘Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them…’ – and we will realize as we look at this of course, that this is not a suggestion – it is an imperative, a command.


f). Then finally, we see that all of this is for a specified end – ‘for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.’ This is the way that leads to the salvation of the soul.


g). This might all be summed up in the following - 2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

h). To go back for a moment to where we started this morning we will realize that this is what is necessary so that we may grow roots and thereby not be sown in stony places. Without those roots however, fruit in respect of the Kingdom will not be forthcoming.
9). Now let’s look for a moment at what it takes to overcome the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches so as not to be sown amongst the thorns – producing fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty – as we look at that recorded in - 2Pe 1:1 ¶ Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 ¶ But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12 ¶ For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth.
10). To close this morning let’s dispel some of the myths that are perpetrated with regards to youth.


a). Over the years I have heard many young people say how unfair it would be if the Lord returned before they had an opportunity to have a career, to be married, to own a house, have a family etc. The lie is that they will be cheated out of something.

b). We need to have firmly fixed in our thinking that what God has planned for us for the Millennial Kingdom and beyond is so incredible that we cannot even begin to compare it with the experiences of life on this earth - Mr 8:36 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

c). If time permits have the career, the marriage, the house etc – but don’t let the pursuit of these things consume you. Follow instead the command of scripture

Mt 6:31 "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
11). Myth #2 – Young people are under greater pressure and have to experience greater temptation than those who are older.


a). Well what does scripture say? - 1Co 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

b). There is no age exempt clause for this scripture – it is true for all.


c). I want us to realize that as soon as we attribute a greater degree of temptation to the young person, we are subconsciously setting up an expectation for failure rather than an expectation for success.


d). The thinking would be, because the degree of pressure is greater, it is no wonder that you gave in. You really couldn’t have done anything else.

e). Or from the young person’s perspective – This is too much for me to handle, therefore there is no need to try. Do not be deceived my beloved brethren.


f). It is paramount it seems to me for all of us from this older generation to instill in our young people an expectation for success, by helping them embrace the truth.

g). The fencing days / the training / the effect on academics.

13). Myth # 3 – Satan works hardest against the young.


a). It is the clear evidence of scripture from Genesis to Revelation that Satan works against the people of God who have their hearts and minds set on a position within the Kingdom in the age to come – irrespective of age.


b). Again what we see in this kind of thinking is a transfer of responsibility.


c). What we do becomes the devil’s fault.


d). But again, what does the scripture say? - Jas 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.

e). What draws us away?


f). Draws us away from what?


g). Who is responsible?

14). Let’s be very clear that we have a choice and that we are in complete control of  the choice we make.


a). What we choose to do in any given moment is not Satan’s fault, it’s not society’s fault, our parents fault, God’s fault – it’s our choice.


b). Accept it, embrace it and choose to do what is scripturally correct.

15). Finally let us all be encouraged not to neglect our study of the Word.


a). Attend a Bible study


b). Don’t miss the teaching on a Sunday morning – use that as your daily devotional. And if you do miss it get the CD and listen to it.


c). It is the word alone that brings about the metamorphosis on the inside of us – studying scripture, even that completely unrelated to a particular problem we may have, is part of the solution to that problem.


d). Ro 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


e). Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,


f). Jas 1:21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
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